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Communiqué de presse

The research and training lab GEODE (Geopolitics of the datasphere), affiliated 
to the University Paris 8, has been awarded the label «Centers of Excellence in 
International Relations and Strategy» by the French Ministry of the Armed Forces.

This label, with an annual 
funding of €300,000 
over five years (for 
a total amount of 

€1,500,000), which is re-
newable, is awarded to leading 
university-level research pro-
jects dedicated to understan-
ding the strategic threats of the 
21st century and to anticipating 
the future of conflicts.
Frédérick Douzet, director of 
GEODE, expressed her excite-
ment at the announcement of 
the news:
«Obtaining this label rewards 
more than three and a half years 
of work by a formidable, multi-
disciplinary, incredibly dynamic, 
and motivated team! »

Carried out by the University 
Paris 8 Vincennes - Saint-De-
nis, and hosted at the Campus 
Condorcet, the French interna-
tional campus for Humanities 
and Social Sciences, this “pro-
ject is fully in line with the Uni-
versity’s tradition of innovation 
in social sciences and its ambi-
tions to develop digital humani-
ties at the Campus Condorcet.” 
The Seine-Saint-Denis is a fertile 
territory for research and inno-
vation. We hope that our project 
and its label of excellence will 
contribute to the collective dy-
namic of promoting this subur-
ban area and the young resear-
chers who have come to train 
here,» said Frédérick Douzet.
The GEODE project brings to-
gether researchers from the 
University Paris 8, INRIA, the 
military school of Saint-Cyr-
Coëtquidan, ENS, INALCO, the 

University of Savoie and the 
University of Paris around the 
French Institute of Geopolitics. 
It is driven by a double scientific 
ambition: studying the datas-
phere as a full geopolitical ob-
ject and using its resources to 
conduct geopolitical analyses.
The datasphere, which is an 
emerging concept, allows us to 
evoke under the same term the 
strategic issues related to cy-
berspace and more generally to 
the digital revolution.
Indeed, the datasphere is seen 
as a social construct reflecting 
power rivalries and political, so-
cial, technical and organizatio-
nal choices that have strategic 
implications. 
GEODE is thus building, with 
its partners, a new discipline by 
combining geopolitics and data 
science. 
Among the objectives pursued 
by GEODE, we will not fail to 
highlight :
● Forming a strategic pool of
skilled individuals for compa-
nies, institutions and ministries.
The label awarded to GEODE 
is part of the French Ministry of 
the Armed Forces’ Higher Edu-
cation Pact, and aims to contri-
bute to the regeneration of the 
pool of university researchers in 
the fields of defense and secu-
rity. This is the ambition of the 
three training programs offe-
red by GEODE (Master, DFSSU, 
Specialized Master®). Backed 
by research, they aim to train 
specialists in the humanities and 
social science on the strategic 

challenges of the datasphere 
and on the tools that enable the 
exploitation of data available in 
open source.
● Contributing to the French
strategic thinking
This contribution lays out the 
necessary foundations for un-
derstanding and representing 
the digital space. In addition, it 
nourishes a reflection necessa-
ry for the development of public 
policies that promote peace, se-
curity and stability in the digital 
space.
● Promoting the excellence of
French strategic research at the
international level

The award ceremony will take 
place on Friday, February 12, in 
a closed room, due to sanitary 
conditions. n
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35 Researchers  
including 10 PhD  
students, 2 post docs 

3 Formations
Specialized Master in Crisis Management 
Master in Geopolitics
DFSSU Digital Revolution

1 Website : https ://geode.science/

2 accounts on social networks 
Twitter : @geode_science
LinkedIn : GEODE - Géopolitique de la Datasphère3 Research Themes

Digital Policy 
Datasphere Cartography 
Digital warfare

Created  
in 2018

Hosted at Campus Condorcet, an international campus to 
meet the educational, scientific and digital challenges of the 
21st century at the heart of an academic and industrial fabric 
turned to digital
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